2 Students’ Voice TUNG CHUNG CATHOLIC SCHOOL
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Trista Liu Tsoi Lam

Go to ihe Mass Media?

Reading newspapers is a great way to improve your reading skill and enrich your vocabulary. There may be lots of complicated words which you don’t understand, but don’t give up. Guess what they

mean according to the context, instead of looking them up in the dictionary without thinking. When you learn new words from newspapers, you should jot them down in your vocabulary book, and
note the meanings, the part of speech and quotes. (S6A Darren Lai Tsz Fung)

Watching TV is one of the ways you will find effective to hone English skills. And here are some steps suggested to learn English through TV shows :

1) Find a subject, genre, theme or plot line you are interested in. Learning English can be exhausting and difficult; so try to learn from videos and programmes that you find interesting.
2) Watch it with or without subtitles depending on your English level.
3) Make it a habit to follow the audio to speak. Some native speakers have a tendency to cut short their sentences and they also love to roll on the words or combine them as one. Don’t be afraid

and discouraged. Practise more and you will find it easier to speak English than before.

4) Learn the words and sentence structures. Listen carefully to the vocabulary, record the ones you do not know and pay attention to the sentence structures. Guess what the dialogue is about and
why certain information is relevant to the story. Once you miss anything, replay and listen to it again and again.

5) After you finish watching a programme, you may go through your vocabulary list and look up the words you didn't know. Write the definition and pronunciation next to the words. Remember
the context in which the word was used, and make sure you understand why the word was used in that way.

6) Repeat the above steps

N) Keep going as learning never ends! (S6A Alan Chiu Wing Sui)

Create a Vocabulary Book!

Another way of learning English is to create a vocabulary book.

As you improve your understanding of English, you will discover that building up your vocabulary is the key to becoming
an excellent speaker of English. Therefore, creating a vocabulary book is the most direct way to achieve that final goal.

This method brings you the convenience of studying vocabulary anywhere such as on the bus, while taking rest, or even while having meals.
Here are the steps for making your own vocabulary book.

1) Get a small book that you can easily carry with you.

2) Try to read something that challenges your vocabulary, e.g. magazines, newspaper, Internet pages.
3) Write down the words you don’t know.

4) Review the words at least once a day.

You should also write down the part of speech, a sample sentence and the Chinese meaning of the word, as it tells you how to use the words. A vocabulary book should be small and easy to carry
around. Otherwise you will find it inconvenient and soon give it up. (S6A Adam Law Ka Fai)

Make New Friends!

Going on an overseas exchange is a precious opportunity to learn English. If you stay in a foreign country, you must speak English. You can learn English in the day time if you want to live in a foreign
country because there will be no one who speaks Cantonese. You may make friends in the country and stay with them. Communication in English is very efficient to improve your speaking. Even if you
have not enough money to go on an overseas exchange, there are other ways. Practise your English by writing letters to a pen friend. Today, with the Internet, this is very easy. You can exchange letters
by email. To find a pen friend from anywhere in the world does not require any money. (S7A Trista Liu Tsoi Lam)

Check out the BBC!

Going to the BBC website is one of the most effective ways we should follow in pursuit of better English. With just a few clicks, you can get access to the BBC website and listen to the BBC radio. If
you feel you might be confused by the British accent and the ‘intolerable’ speed of the reporters, why don’t you try to read some relevant news articles which can familiarize you with the content of the
news and the related vocabulary? After you read the news and look the words up in the dictionary (put them in your vocabulary book), then it would be easier for you to listen and understand the words
of the reporters. Once you cultivate the habit of listening to the radio every day, your listening ability can be well improved. Some students may say that listening to the BBC radio is a formidable mission
for them. So it is suggested that students can go to ‘BBC Learning English’ to look for various materials for learning English. Not only does it provide you with vocabulary pertaining to the news and

exercises to hone in your skills, but it also includes a part that lets you know more about pronunciation and intonation. If you want to know more about it, just go to this link. http://www.bbc.co.
uk/worldservice/learningenglish/. (S6A Bill Wu Ying Piu)
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1 et's fHleet Our Fetw English Teacher!

Mg Ratherine Leung

Hi readers from TCCS!

Hi there! 'm Polly. My students call me Miss Lam or
Miss Polly. It’s so nice to have a chance to share with you all ﬁlg 39 U II? lam
on this platform. As you know, I’'m a new teacher to this
school, and hence you may not know very MUCH about me.

I'am so happy to meet you at the beginning of the year Anyway, allow me to introduce myself here. Officially, I

and I'am glad that I get to share a little bit about myself started my teaching career last year. I taught English in Project

my first year teaching in TCCS and my students call Yijin at a post-secondary institution. A year later, I continued
me here. It’s Ms Katherine Leung. I teach Forms my teaching in this secondary school. Therefore, strictly
Three and Four English. I am a mother of two speaking, this is my first year to be in a secondary school. To
children- Jean Alexander and Cadence Joy. . me, it was really a big challenge in the beginning because I
My son is alittle over two years old, and my had never taught any students of junior forms. As time goes
daughter just turned one in mid December. by, I’m getting used to it. I do enjoy teaching here because
My husband is also a teacher just like myself. my students are very passionate, energetic and heart-warming.
And just like most of you, we are residents of I hope that I can work better with my students in the second
Tung Chung too. I play tennis, and I enjoy cooking, term. And to all “Tung Teens”, do cherish the time here —

reading and writing. Ilook forward to meeting more

the time in secondary school is absolutely the best in your

students from TCCS and I wish you a great start of the year! lifetime. Don’t waste it!
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